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The Pepperdine Private Capital Access Index (PCA) is a quarterly 

indicator produced by the Graziadio School of Business and 

Management at Pepperdine University, and with the support of Dun & 

Bradstreet Credibility Corp.  The index is designed to measure the 

demand for, activity, and health of the private capital markets. The 

purpose of the PCA Index is to gauge the demand of small and 

medium-sized businesses for financing needs, the level of accessibility 

of private capital, and the transparency and efficiency of private 

financing markets. 

 

I. About the Private Capital Access 
(PCA) Index   
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Å 25 questions 

Å Invite to participate distributed to sample from Dun 

& Bradstreet Credibility Corp.ôs business database 

Å 5,977 completed responses  

Å Where relevant, responses are segmented by 

revenues sizes (<$5 million; $5 million to $100 

million) 

Å Responses collected from Apr. 3 ï Apr. 10 

 

 

About the Q1 2012 Private Capital 
Access (PCA) Index Survey   
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II. Current demand/need for external 
financing   
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Demand for Financing by Purpose and Size 
 (% with any need reported)  
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Whole sample 66.1% 65.3% 56.0% 40.9% 38.4% 27.5%

< $5 million 52.0% 56.4% 47.2% 32.5% 26.6% 22.6%

$5 -$100 million 53.4% 52.0% 46.5% 25.8% 27.2% 23.1%
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Strength of Demand for Financing  
(among those indicating demand) 

Scale 1-4: slight, moderate, high, extremely high need  
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Whole sample 2.5 2.2 2.1 2.2 2.4 1.9

< $5 million 2.4 2.2 2.1 2.2 2.4 1.9

$5 -$100 million 2.4 2.1 2.1 2.0 2.3 2.0
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Respondents Indicating High and Extremely 
High Demand for Financing  

(among those indicating demand)  
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Whole sample 47.3% 36.8% 34.2% 35.2% 42.4% 25.0%

< $5 million 46.0% 36.7% 33.2% 35.2% 43.3% 23.9%

$5 -$100 million 43.8% 31.7% 34.2% 26.9% 37.7% 26.5%
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tŜǊŎŜƴǘŀƎŜ LƴŘƛŎŀǘƛƴƎ ά¸Ŝǎέ ǘƻ άLǎ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ 
ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛƴƎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǘƛƴƎΧέ 
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 Trade Accounts (Accounts Receivable) Payment 
Period Trends Over the Past Three Months 
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Percentage of Respondents Who Attempted to 
Raise Outside Financing in the Last 6 Months  
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III. Accessibility/success rate 
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