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P r o v i d i n g  B u s i n e s s  I n s i g h t  T h r o u g h
T h e  L e n s  o f  B e s t  f o r  t h e  W o r l d  L e a d e r s
At Pepperdine Graziadio, we believe that fulfilling our mission of developing Best for the World 
Leaders requires equipping our students with the knowledge and resources needed to evoke a 
positive imprint on their industries and communities. With our Graziadio Guide, we dive into 
diverse topics ranging from current business trends to ongoing activities within our 
values-based community to amplify our focus on service, purpose, and leadership.

WE INTEND TO 

THROUGH POWERFUL 
STORYTELLING

inform & inspire



There are many benefits to earning a master’s degree. Many employers today 
require a master’s degree as a baseline when considering job candidates. That 
said, you don’t need to rush out and get a master’s degree in a field that mirrors 
your career aspirations. You can deep dive into a variety of new areas of study to 
enhance your business know-how.
However, there are sometimes common misconceptions or mistakes made when 
finding the right master’s program. We’ve compiled a list of mistakes to avoid.

M I S TA K E S  T O  AV O I D  W H E N  C H O O S I N G 
A  P O S T- G R A D U A T E  P R O G R A M
A master’s degree can jumpstart an entirely different trajectory. However, make 
sure to avoid these common mistakes.

	+ Thinking your master’s degree has to be an MBA
	+ Assuming you can’t afford to get a master’s degree
	+ Telling yourself master’s degrees are only for those who want to teach

D O ’ S  A N D  D O N ’ T S  W H E N  S E L E C T I N G  A 
M A S T E R ’ S  P R O G R A M

	+ DO THINK AHEAD
This applies not just to your 
lifestyle right now but over the 
next five to seven years.

	+ DO HONOR YOUR INTERESTS
Pursue what interests you, not 
what interests others.

	+ DO CONSIDER 
	 HYBRID LEARNING

Many programs incorporate 
online learning into their 
on-campus programs, allowing 
you to do both.

	+ DON’T RUSH YOUR DECISION
By taking time to build life and work 
experience, you’ll be able to define 
your post-graduate program goals with 
greater clarity.

	+ DON’T CHOOSE THE RIGHT SCHOOL 
	 FOR ALL THE WRONG REASONS

A school’s reputation is essential, but 
your ability to articulate and apply what 
you’ve learned will amplify the benefits 
of your degree more than name 
cache will.

	+ DON’T BE DISSUADED BY COSTS
Many schools offer merit scholarship 
programs and grant opportunities for 
graduate students. Both personal and 
federal loans are also worth exploring. 
If you’re working full-time, inquire with 
your employer or HR department about 
full or partial tuition coverage programs.



H O W  T O  C H O O S E  A  M A S T E R ’ S  P R O G R A M
Master’s degree programs are often flexible and can be: 

	+ Full or part-time
	+ On-campus or online
	+ Both on-campus and online (hybrid format)

You might already have some lifestyle parameters that predetermine your master’s 
degree options. For example, if you need to work full-time while pursuing your 
degree, you’ll want a post-graduate program that offers classes at night or on 
the weekends. You might also consider programs that incorporate flexibility and 
online learning. If you are unable to relocate to pursue your master’s degree, local 
programs will rise to the top of your list.

EXPLORE THE DO’S AND DON’TS

I N T E R E S T E D  I N  L E A R N I N G  M O R E ?
See an even more in-depth analysis below.

W H A T  T O  C O N S I D E R  W H E N  C H O O S I N G  A 
M A S T E R ’ S  P R O G R A M
Beyond practical considerations, there are personal and aspirational factors. Start 
by asking yourself: “Why do I want to pursue a master’s degree?”
ANSWERS MIGHT BE:

	+ I want to advance at my current job
	+ I want to land a new job
	+ I want to improve my collaborative skills

By taking time to explore your answers, you can find a post-graduate program that 
empowers you to achieve many goals throughout your career.


